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The Attorney-General

never been known to produce tetanus. In the course of the day
Palmer sent for Newton, and after they had some brandy and water,
asked him how much strychnine he would use to kill a dog. Newton
replied, " from half-a-grain to a grain." " And how much/7 in-
quired Palmer, " would be found in the tissues and intestines after
death? " " None at all," was Newton's reply; but that is a point
on which I will produce important evidence.

The post-mortem examination took place the nest day, and on
that occasion Palmer assured the medical men, of whom there were
many present, that Cook had had epileptic fits on Monday and
Tuesday, and that they would find old disease in the heart and
head. Be added, that the poor fellow was " full of disease/7 and
had " all kinds of complaints." These statements were completely
disproved by the post-mortem examinations. At the first of them,
conducted by Dr. Devonshire, the liver, lungs, and kidneys, were
all found healthy. It was said that there were some slight indica-
tions of congestion of the kidneys, whether due to decomposition
or to what other cause was not certain; but it was admitted on all
hands that they did not impair the general health of the system,
or at all account for death. The stomach and intestines were
examined, and they exhibited a few white spots at the large end of
the stomach, but these marks were wholly insufficient to explain the
cause of dissolution. Dr. Bamford contended that there was some
slight congestion of the brain, but all the other medical men con-
curred in thinking that there was none at all. In the ensuing
month of January the body was exhumed with a view to more accurate
examination, and the body was then found to be in a perfectly normal
and healthy condition. Palmer seemed rejoiced at the discovery,
and turning to Dr. Bamford, exclaimed, " Doctor, they won't hang
us yet 1 }3 The stomach and intestines were taken out and placed
in a jar, and it was observed that Palmer pushed against the medical
man who was engaged in the operation, and the jar was in danger
of being upset. It escaped, however, and was covered with skins,
tied down, and sealed. Presently one of the medical men turned
round, and finding that the jar had disappeared, asked what had

Jbecome of it. It was found at a distance, near a different door
from that through which people usually passed in and out, and
Palmer exclaimed, "It's all right. It was I who removed it. I
thought it would be more convenient for you to have it here, that
you might lay your hands readily on it as you went out." When

^the jar was recovered it was found that two slits had been cut in
the skins with a knife. The slits, however, were clean, so that,
whatever his object may have been in making the incisions, it is
certain that nothing was taken out of the jar. He goes to Dr.
Bamford, and remonstrates against the removal of the jars. He
says, " I do not think we ought to allow them to be taken away."
Now, if he had been an ignorant person, not familiar with the course
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